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Commissioner for Patents 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97(d) and 1.98, Applicants submit the attached PTO- 
1449 and enclosed herewith for consideration. Only a copy of the non-U.S. patents and non-U.S. 
patent application references are enclosed. This document is being timely filed and should not 
unduly interfere with the preparation of a first Office Action in the prosecution of the above- 
captioned application. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the enclosed documents 
be considered and made of record. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees, which may be 
required with respect to this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
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Appl.No.: 10/693,312 
Amdt. dated: 1/16/2004 

50-1214. Should no proper payment for this communication be enclosed, as by a check being in 
the wrong amount, unsigned, postdated, otherwise improper or informal, or even entirely 
missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit Account No. 
50-1214. This communication is filed in triplicate. 

The above constitutes information that an Examiner may find material to the examination 
of the subject application; however, it does not negate the patentability of the subject invention. 
Furthermore, it is not intended that submission of this information be taken as a representation 
that a search has been made or that no information which is more material exists. 
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